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RECIPIENTS DESIGNATED FOR NEW 
AWARD AT UM SCHOOL OF LAW
MISSOULA—
Paul C. Meismer and Curtis G. Thompson, both of Billings, have been 
selected as winners of the first Weymouth D. Symmes awards in appellate oral 
argument. Both are graduates of Eastern Montana College, and are now completing 
their second year of stucty at the University of Montana School of Law.
Designation of Meismer and Thompson as recipients of the Symmes award 
came at the conclusion of the course in Legal Writing IV, in which second-year 
students work in teams, writing an appellate brief and then presenting oral 
arguments before judges of a moot court. Assistant Professor J. Martin Burke 
directs the program as the final component of a four-semester sequence in legal 
research and writing. Other UMLS faculty serve as advisers to student teams, 
and faculty members join practitioners as moot court judges.
The Weymouth D. Symmes awards have been made possible by a gift to the 
School of Law by the Billings firm of Anderson, Brown, Gerbase, Cebull & Jones, 
P.C. Prior to his death in October 1978, Symmes was a senior partner in the 
firm, specializing in trial practice.
Symmes was born in Lewistown in 1912 and completed undergraduate study at 
Stanford University before earning his law degree at Harvard. He was admitted 
to both the New York and Montana bars. He practiced in Lewistown with the firm 
of DeKalb, Dockery & Symmes from 1946 to 1956. He then moved to Billings to 
become a partner in the firm of Brown, Sande, Symmes & Forbes. Already known 
throughout the state as an exceptional trial attorney, his emphasis turned first 
to insurance defense litigation, and then to medical malpractice defense.
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Symmes' associates recount his ability to absorb great quantities of 
information in a brief time, his near-total recall, and his pervasive presence 
in the courtroom. "He had," they recall, "a passion for the law in its tradi­
tional sense. This sometimes became apparent during casual conversation, and 
virtually roared out of him when a cherished principle of law was transgressed 
by the courts or counsel."
Symmes was president of the Montana Bar Association in 1956-1957, a trustee 
of the State Bar of Montana, 1975-1977, and a member of the Yellowstone County 
and American Bar Associations, the Federation of Insurance Counsel, and the 
American Judicature Society.
The Symmes award will be given annually, and a cumulative record of 
recipients will be kept on a plaque in the student lounge at the School of Law.
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